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It must be pointed out that the extended use of
relationship terms should not be taken as evidence of
an existence of " clan village," at present or in the past,
in this part of China. A study of the distribution of
the surnames in the village can demonstrate that,
although kinship groups tend to concentrate in com-
pact areas, genealogical relation does not form a basis
of local groups.
In the patrilineal society, the surname is handed
down from father to son. But it does not imply that
those who have the same surname can always trace
their origin to a common ancestor. For instance,
Chou told me that those who have the surname Chou
in this village have two entirely separate origins.
Furthermore, those with a common ancestor may not
be recognized socially as kindred owing to the clan,
organization. But one thing is clear, those who have
different surnames cannot be of the same patrilineal
kinship group. Thus multiplicity of surnames in the
village can be taken as an indication of their multi-
plicity of patrilineal kinship groups.
There are twenty-nine surnames in the village. The
following table shows the number of Chia of each
surname in each yu (II-3).
From this table, it is possible to see the distribution
of the Chia of the same surname. There appears a
tendency of concentration of kinship related groups.
For instance, Chou and Yao are concentrated in Yu I;
Chen in Ifu II; and T'aa in Yu III and IV. Some
of the surnames, such as Lii and Chiu can be found
only in one yu. * These facts indicate a close relation
between residence and kinship relations. In other
words, there is a tendency for the Chia bearing the same
surname, probably bound by kinship ties, to live in an

